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Darlington Activity Centre
Risk Rating Key
Very High   High Risk    Medium Risk    Low Risk

	Activity
	Hazard

	Risk Assessment
(use Matrix)
	Control Measure

	Who
	When

	Sewing by hand


























	Sewing needles or pins causing puncture wounds or minor injuries
	Medium
	Use blunt or child-safe needles for younger children; explain safe use before starting; constant educator supervision; limit number of needles issued; collect needles after activity.

	Educational Leader
	When planning activity

	
	Improper handling of materials and equipment

	Medium
	Provide clear safety instructions; demonstrate correct sewing technique; children remain seated while sewing. If children repeatedly fail to follow instructions they can be redirected to another activity.

	Educator running activity
	Before activity starts

	
	Risk of stepping on needles dropped or lost

	Medium
	Conduct needle count before and after activity; check floor and tables after activity
	Educator running activity
	Before and after activity

	
	Scissors causing cuts or injuries
	Low- Medium
	Use child-safe scissors where appropriate; demonstrate correct use; supervise closely; store scissors safely after use. Educators only to use sharp, material/fabric cutting  scissors.

	Educator running activity
	During activity

	
	Threads and small materials causing a choking hazard

	Low
	Use age-appropriate materials; supervise closely; keep small items away from mouths. If children repeatedly fail to follow instructions they can be redirected to another activity.

	Educator running activity
	During activity

	
	Cluttered work space causing trips, spills or distraction from task

	Low 
	Keep workspace organised; ensure groups of children are small and each child has a designated work area; store materials safely. If children repeatedly fail to follow instructions they can be redirected to another activity.
	Educator running activity
	During activity

	
	Mishandling of materials and equipment due to frustration 

	Low 
	Provide simple sewing tasks appropriate to age; offer assistance; encourage patience and safe behaviour. If children repeatedly fail to follow instructions they can be redirected to another activity.

	Educator running activity
	During activity

	Completed by:    Virginia Ringrose
                            
Signature:                                                                                                    Date: 9th March 2026  
	Approved By:   Rachael Bajo

Signature:                                                                            Date:  9th March 2026













	Risk Assessment Communication Record  -  


	Date of Review: 
9th March 2026

	Person/s who completed Review:
Virginia Ringrose
	Date of Review: 

	Person/s who completed Review:

	Changes Made: YES  /   NO
	Changes Made: YES  /   NO

	Notes: transferred to new template

	Notes:


	Educator/Staff Name 
	I have read and understood this Risk Assessment (tick) 
	Date & Signature 
	Educator/Staff Name 
	I have read and understood this Risk Assessment (tick) 
	Date & Signature 
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