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Darlington Activity Centre
Risk Rating Key
Very High   High Risk   Medium Risk   Low Risk

                


	Activity
	Hazard

	Risk Assessment
(use Matrix)
	Control Measure

	Who
	When

	Water Play games and activities during vacation care





	Medical conditions such as grommets
	Medium risk
	Parents/Guardians will be asked to inform us if there are any conditions we need to know about in relation to their child and water play. 

	Parents/Guardians
	On enrolment

	
	
	
	A list will be compiled of all children with any medical conditions which may affect water play and distributed to all staff so that they are aware of any issues affecting the children. It will include all wishes/instructions that parents and guardians have outlined to manage condition (e.g.–grommets–ensure child wears earplugs). This list will be made available to all educators prior to activity.  

	Coordinator/
Responsible Person
	Before vacation care program begins

	
	
	
	All educators are to familiarise themselves with above list and which children need to be assisted on the day and ensure family instructions are followed. 

	Educators
	Prior to water play

	Water Games – Bodies of water
	Drowning - Child falling into bucket/container with water 
	Very High

	Educators will always remain with children when using containers for water play. 

	All educators
	Ongoing during the day/activity

	
	
	
	Containers for water play will be emptied immediately after each use, turned upside down or packed away. 

	All educators
	Ongoing during the day/activity

	
	
	
	Safety checklist will be completed for each session – play areas will be checked each morning/afternoon to ensure no containers with water or pools of water are accessible to children. 

	Responsible Person & educators
	Morning and afternoon

	Water Play Games and activities
	Wet ground/floors, children running into each other 


	High Risk

	Educators are to ensure safety checklist is completed for area.

	Responsible person & educators
	Morning and afternoon, prior to games and activities taking place

	
	
	
	Children instructed in the rules and boundary areas for the activity, as well as the service rules of “Be Safe, Be Responsible and Be respectful” rules.   

	Educators
	Ongoing during the day/activity

	
	
	
	Water stations are to be set up outside for children to refill or reload water play activities. Children are not to enter bathrooms or kitchen to refill water. 

	Educators & children
	Ongoing during the day/activity

	
	
	
	Children unable to follow set rules or playing in a dangerous manner may be asked to leave the activity. 

	Educators
	Ongoing during the day/activity

	Water Play Games and Activities



	Areas with bindis, sticks, broken glass, needles causing cuts, grazes, puncture wounds or needle stick injuries, slips, falls, bumps, cuts & grazes.


	Medium risk
	If area has obstruction or hazard, educator must be able to remove before commencement of activity.

	All educators
	Prior to water play commencing

	
	
	Medium risk
	If unable to remove obstruction or hazard, educator must remove children from the area, notify the Responsible Person and cordon area off to prevent access. 

	All educators
	Prior to water play commencing

	
	
	Medium risk
	Hazard report and maintenance log completed and forwarded to appropriate person to be actioned.

	Responsible person
	When a hazard or maintenance issue is identified

	
	
	High risk
	Children must be wearing shoes when engaging in water play – as advised to families on enrolment and this is to be enforced by educators throughout the day/activity – no bare feet permitted.

	All educators 
	Before & during activity

	Water play games & activities
	Exposure to sun, sunburn, heat stroke & dehydration
	High risk
	Educators are to check the UV before the children play. If the UV is 3 and over educators are to ensure they are all wearing hats and sunscreen.

	All educators
	Before activity

	
	
	
	Sunscreen is to be applied beforehand with enough time to sink in (at least 20 minutes) and reapplied as required every 2 hours (with drying time to allow skin absorption).

	All educators
	Before activity & during the day

	
	
	
	Children are to have on hats, shirts or rashy that cover shoulders – when games are played in full sun. If children do not have a hat and rashy they are not able to participate. 

	All educators
	Before activity

	
	
	
	If it is possible to conduct a water play activity safely in the  COLA which provides reasonable shade, this should be an option for children who don’t have the appropriate sun protection clothing. 

	Responsible person & educators
	Before activity

	
	
	
	Children are provided with water breaks for hydration. 

	Educators & children
	During activity

	Water play activities 
	Accidents or incidents requiring first aid
	
	Educator trained in first aid on site at all times. 

	Nominated Supervisor

	Throughout the day

	
	
	
	Fully stocked first aid kit available in emergency trolley and in store room.

	Responsible person & educators
	As needed

	
Completed by:    Virginia Ringrose
                            
Signature:                     VR                                                         Date:  19/11/2025

	
Approved By:   Rachael Bajo

Signature:                                                          Date:  19/11/2025



















	Risk Assessment Communication Record  -  Water Play


	Date of Review: 


	Person/s who completed Review:
	Date of Review: 

	Person/s who completed Review:

	Changes Made: YES  /   NO
	Changes Made: YES  /   NO

	Notes:


	Notes:


	Educator/Staff Name 
	I have read and understood this Risk Assessment (tick) 
	Date & Signature 
	Educator/Staff Name 
	I have read and understood this Risk Assessment (tick) 
	Date & Signature 
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